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This is a decision on "PETITION TO RETAIN FILING DATE UNDER 37 
CFR 1.17(h)," filed August 9, 2004. 

Application papers in the above-identified application were 
deposited on October 15, 2003. However, on May 4, 2004, the 
Initial Patent Examination Division mailed applicants a "Notice 
of Incomplete Nonprovisional Application . " Applicants were 
notified that the application papers had not been accorded a 
filing date because the application was filed without a complete 
specification as prescribed by 35 U.S.C. 112. 

In reply, applicants filed the instant petition, asserting that 
the Claims and the Abstract of the Disclosure were part of the 
application papers filed with the Office on October 15, 2003. 
Applicants acknowledge, however, that the improper headings of 
"PATENT RESERVATION" and "ABBREVIATION" were used. 

It is obvious from the petition that the Claims (and the 
Abstract) were not actually missing on October 15, 2003. Rather, 
improper headings were used. A review of the application as 
filed confirms the presence of these papers. 

The petition is GRANTED . 

However, it is noted that the new specification and claims that 
were filed on petition do not comply with 37 CFR 1.121 and 1.125. 
An amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 to correct the 
errors in the application should be filed before the first Office 
action on the merits. 

The petition fee is required, since the petition was not 
necessary to correct any PTO error. 

This application is being forwarded to the Office of Initial 
Patent Examination for processing with a filing date of October 
15, 2003 , using the application papers received on that date. 
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Telephone inquiries related to this decision should be directed 
to the undersigned at (571) 272-3219. 




